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39 years of 
excellence
First director 
of new Student 
Innovation 
Center named
James Oliver, the Larry and Pam 
Pithan Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering, will be the  rst direc-
tor of the Student Innovation 
Center.
Oliver joined the Iowa State fac-
ulty in 1991 after holding positions 
at Michigan State University and 
the State University of New York, 
Buffalo. Since 2004, Oliver has 
served as director of the Virtual 
Reality Applications Center, and 
since 2003 has helped direct Iowa 
State’s graduate program in human 
computer interaction.
Construction on the Student 
Innovation Center is set to be 
completed in 2020. According to 
a press release, Oliver will have a 
variety of roles in the leadership 
and overall vision of the center, 
including integrating academic 
programming, helping engagement 
on- and o -campus. Oliver’s full-
time appointment began Jan. 1.
“I look forward to the oppor-
tunity to lead this facility and 
the investment it represents in 
Iowa State’s future,” Oliver said 
in a press release. “The Student 
Innovation Center will foster inno-
vation in teaching and learning, 
research and economic develop-
ment, as well as outreach and com-
munity engagement.”
O l ive r  ea rned  h i s  mas te r ’s 
and doctorate from Michigan 
State University, East Lansing, 
in mechanical engineering. He 
also earned his bachelor’s degree 
in mechanical engineering from 
Union College.
LINDSEY SETTLE/ IOWA STATE DAILY
John Wong, the Dean’s Professor of Sales and Marketing, has been teaching at Iowa State for 39 years and said he will continue teaching on three 
conditions: he stays in good health, his passion for teaching continues and whether the students still  nd the class worthwhile. As for why he hasn’t 
retired — “I don’t think the work is done, and I don’t think I’ll be happier in retirement than in the classroom,” Wong said.
BY ANNELISE.WELLS
@iowastatedaily.com
COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF 
THE VICE PRESIDENT AND SENIOR 
PROVOST
James Oliver began his 
appointment as the  rst director of 
the Student Innovation Center on 
Jan. 1.Professor John Wong 
strives to teach his 
students more about life 
than marketing
 e Ivy College of Business has cleared out 
for the night, but the light is still on in the 
o  ce of John Wong.
He’s sitting at his desk waiting for his stu-
dents to arrive. A light Bach composition 
plays in the background while Wong eats his 
nightly snack of cheese and crackers — both 
he keeps stocked in his mini fridge that sits 
under his desk.
At 7:15 p.m., Wong shu  es to the room 
adjacent to his o  ce, where his  rst group of 
students have gathered for the night to dis-
cuss their project. With a straight face he tells 
the students that he can’t meet with them, 
because their team is missing one member 
at the meeting. Faces draining of color and 
jaws dropping, they think he’s serious. Not 
one to prematurely quit a joke, he reaches for 
the doorknob. “I’m just kidding,” Wong says 
as he goes into his o  ce and returns with a 
box of candy.
The John Wong Approach
Wong grew up in Petaling Jaya, Malaysia, 
a suburb of the capital, Kuala Lumpur, with 
his sisters and mother. His father died of 
cancer when Wong was 10 years old, and as 
the only son in his family, Wong felt a sense 
of responsibility to care for them.
Wong attended English school in Kuala 
Lumpur, where he studied Shakespeare, 
Dickins, Bronte and Austen, but it was 
when he read Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address in his sixth grade English writ-
ing class that he fell in love with America. 
Assigned to write a paper on a world  gure, 
Wong drew Lincoln out of a hat. He pro-
ceeded to sign up for his  rst library card at 
the library, where the librarian helped edit 
his paper. He received an “A.” He told his 
mom one day he would travel to the U.S. 
and send for her.
In 1969, 21-year-old Wong made the 
decision to leave Malaysia for Hong Kong, 
after racial riots between the Malays and the 
minority Chinese grew violent following the 
general election. 
He attended Hong Kong Baptist College, 
now called Hong Kong Baptist University, 
for three years, and met D. Elton Trueblood, 
a well-known quaker scholar and philos-
opher and Wong’s late mentor. A visiting 
scholar, Trueblood arranged a full tuition, 
room and board scholarship for Wong at 
Trueblood’s alma mater, William Penn 
College in Oskaloosa, Iowa. For Wong, it 
minimized a  nancial strain, but hard work 
was still ahead.
In the fall of 1972, Wong moved to the U.S. 
To earn some income, Wong started cleaning 
and taking out the trash in upperclassmen 
dormitory bathrooms, and said to this day, 
the smell of ammonia keeps him humble.
Wong received his bachelor’s degree 
from William Penn College in 1974, a 
master’s in business administration from 
Virginia Polytechnic University in 1976 and 
a doctorate in business administration from 
the University of Alabama in 1982.
He returned to Iowa and accepted a posi-
tion as assistant professor in marketing at 
Iowa State, because of his fond memories 
of William Penn. After establishing himself 
in the U.S., he arranged fellowships for his 
two brothers-in-law, bringing his sisters and 
his mother to the states. Wanting to make a 
di erence like Trueblood once did for him, 
Wong said, “I‘m going to invest in a lot of 
John Wongs. Not just one.”
He honors the man who made his edu-
cation in the states possible, by modeling his 
life to re ect the teachings Trueblood passed 
onto him.
In 1986, Wong became adviser to the 
Ames Student Association for Malaysians. 
He started working with the president of the 
student organization, Choy Leow, on what 
they could do with the organization, and their 
relationship grew from there.
At the time, Wong was on a journey of 
discovery, but he fostered his student-adviser 
relationship with Leow into being as close 
as family. Wong is the godfather to Leow’s 
two daughters.
Almost 40 years later, Leow recognizes 
himself as a benefactor of the John Wong 
approach. The two stay in touch by any 
communication available to them. Over the 
decades, he has watched Wong mature in his 
role as professor.
BY LINDSEY.SETTLE
@iowastatedaily.com
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32. Meat-and-potatoes bowlful
36. Mil. school
37. 1996 Hillary Clinton best-seller, 
and what might be said about the 
start of 17-, 24-, 48- or 59-Across
41. “High Hopes” lyricist Sammy
42. One printing defamatory text, 
in England
43. Prefix with gram
44. Bars to scan, briefly
47. Boy of la casa
48. Table scraps, to the dog
51. Zero-calorie protest
55. War hero played by George 
C. Scott
56. Sitcom sergeant
57. Like citrus juices
59. Boob tube
62. TV’s “__ & Greg” 
63. Remove from power
64. Sch. in the smallest state
65. Patronize, as a restaurant
66. Source of some psychiatry 
grants: Abbr. 
67. Whitney or Washington: Abbr. 
1. Apollo 11 moon lander
2. Pink-slip issuer
3. Bugs with bounce
4. Fails to be
5. Stylish, ’60s-style
6. Hollywood’s Thurman
7. Greet someone casually
8. Uttered
9. Major heart vessels
10. Former Seattle NBAer
11. Doubtful
12. UFO pilots, in theory
13. Hair styles
18. Grammy winner Gloria
22. Halloween mo. 
24. Cast a ballot
25. Dollar bills
26. Old enough OF
27. Bill attachment
29. Sound of disdain
32. __ tendonitis: arm muscle 
ailment
33. Daylong military march
34. Addis Ababa native
35. Mart opening
36. The whole thing
38. Ristorante carafe contents
39. Footnoter’s “ditto,” briefly
40. Deighton of spy-fi
44. Final syllable
45. Scratcher on a post
46. Corp. money manager
49. Father of la casa
50. Hamburger topper
52. Wedding memento
53. Hybrid tennis garment
54. Wasp venom, for one
56. “The other one, too” 
57. Throw in
58. Cubs’ home: Abbr. 
60. MADD concern
61. Doctrinal word ending 
Crossword
1. Terrible grade
4. Don of radio
8. Got smart with
14. Not feel well
15. “Brave New World” drug
16. Developed a liking for
17. “American Idiot” punk band
19. James of “Gunsmoke” 
20. Most insignificant
21. Hopefully helpful track info 
23. Once, formerly
24. Performer who is heard but 
not seen
28. Thames school
30. QB’s successes
31. “__ were you …” 
Down
Across
Sudoku 
by  the Mepham Group
Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-3 box 
(in bold borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit  
www.sudoku.org.ukLE
VE
L:
1
2
3
4
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POLICE BLOTTER
CALENDAR
12.10.18
An individual reported the theft of a tree at the ISU 
Power Plant (reported at 10:07 a.m.). 
An officer assisted an individual who was expe-
riencing medical difficulties at Buchanan Hall 
(reported at 12:14 p.m.). 
An individual was given information regarding 
safety planning at Town Engineering Building 
(reported at 1:31 p.m.).
12.11.18
Chenrui Niu, age 23, of 712 Cove Drive Unit 203 
was cited for driving under suspension at Osborn 
Drive and Farm House Lane (reported at 7:20 a.m.)
An officer investigated property damage from a 
traffic collision on Sheldon Avenue (reported at 
9:15 a.m.). 
An officer initiated a drug related investigation at 
Helser Hall (reported at 1:27 p.m.).
12.12.18
An individual reported the theft of money at Larch 
Hall (reported at 12:10 p.m.). 
An officer investigated property damage from a 
traffic collision at Lot A4 (reported at 5:53 p.m.). 
Officers responded to a fire alarm at 2129-1009 
Hawthorn Court Drive (reported at 10:38 p.m.). 
12.12.18
Austin Matthew Dahmen, age 21, of 3654 Story 
Street was arrested and charged with public intoxi-
cation.(reported at 1:04 a.m.). 
Jack Edward Victor Strawa, age 21, of 917 Welch 
Avenue Unit 4328 was arrested and charged with 
public intoxication (reported at 1:47 a.m.). 
An officer checked on the welfare of an individual 
at Parks Library (reported at 3:09 a.m.). 
An individual reported being harassed at 153 
University Village (reported at 12:05 p.m.).
1.14.19
Research workshop: Sponsored Funding 
Budgets Memorial Union Oak Room at 9 a.m. 
“This session will dive more deeply into budget 
templates, special circumstances, and hands-
on exercises to further develop your skills and 
understanding about developing and submitting 
proposal budgets.”
Workshop, Building a Canvas 
Course 2030 Morrill Hall 9:40 a.m.                                                                                     
“Learn about the top five strategies to ensure that 
your Canvas course is navigable and user-friendly!”
All events courtesy of events.iastate.edu.
 Blizzard break
People walk the path between Curtiss Hall and Beardshear Hall while falls across Ames 
and the Iowa State campus on Saturday. The total snowfall by the end of the day hit 2.5 
inches.
FEATURE PHOTO
KENNEDY DERAEDT/ IOWA STATE DAILY
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President Trump is seeking to make good 
on one of his greatest campaign promises: 
Erecting a border wall between the United 
States and Mexico.
However, opposition from his Democratic 
colleagues resulted in the longest government 
shutdown in U.S. history and has Trump con-
sidering a national state of emergency.
Trump referred to the flow of undocu-
mented immigrants into the county as “a 
growing humanitarian and security crisis,” and 
as “a crisis of the heart [and] soul,” during an 
Oval Office address on Jan. 8. He said that 
undocumented immigration caused eco-
nomic hardships for American citizens, and 
were responsible for many violent crimes and 
importing 90 percent of illegal narcotics into 
the country.
A report released by the Department of 
Homeland Security showed undocumented 
immigration has been falling for 12 years, 
from about 2 million detected unlawful entries 
in 2006 to around 624,00 in 2016. Undetected 
border crossings fell from approximately 
851,000 to just under 62,000 during that time 
frame. The report also indicates that most ille-
gal narcotics flow through legal ports of entry, 
not across the border.
Although 2016 saw more undocumented 
immigration than 2015, the overall trend has 
been downward.
Jacob Minock, president of College 
Republicans and a senior in mechanical 
engineering, said Americans still want more 
border security and a physical border is a good 
way to do that.
“There are quite a lot of people crossing 
the border at areas where there’s no physical 
border,” Minock said. “It’s just open.”
Taylor Blair, president of Iowa State 
College Democrats and junior in industrial 
design, disagreed.
“The numbers don’t show that there’s a crisis 
at all,” Blair said. “If this were a real crisis 
Trump wouldn’t hesitate to declare a state of 
emergency like he is right now.”
Mack Shelley, a political science professor 
at Iowa State, called the border situation “a 
manufactured crisis,” but said Trump could 
successfully declare a state of emergency 
anyway.
Shelley said the legal language around 
declaring a state of emergency is loose and 
open to interpretation. However, getting the 
support for that decision could prove difficult.
“He could do it, but not easily,” Shelley said. 
“If he does, he can dedicate unused disaster 
relief funds, more than $13 billion, to deal 
with immigration. But we’re not going to run 
out of natural disasters, and the money would 
be much better spent on that.”
Minock said he does believe the amount 
of unlawful entries at the southern border is 
a national emergency but funding for the wall 
should still go through congressional channels.
“I don’t think Trump calling and using it as 
a state of emergency validates just straight up 
building the wall,” Minock said. “I think that 
all needs to go through getting congressional 
approval and get approved that way.”
Blair and Shelley also said the crime rates 
among undocumented immigrants tend to be 
lower than among the natural born popula-
tion. Numerous studies, including one from 
the libertarian think tank the Cato Institute, 
back their claims.
A 2018 report from the Cato Institute ana-
lyzed criminal conviction rates among natural 
born immigrants, undocumented and docu-
mented immigrants, and found that natural 
born Americans have the highest conviction 
rates of those groups.
“Obviously we don’t want people commit-
ing crimes,” Blair said. “But the data shows 
[undocumented immigrants] commit crimes 
at a lower rate. Besides, the argument doesn’t 
really make sense. It would be like shutting 
down every business in America because you 
found out some of them commit fraud.”
Minock disagreed, saying each study and 
its methodology should be examined carefully.
Shelley agreed that arguments against 
undocumented migrants based on crime rates 
aren’t valid but said those arguments can still 
be persuasive.
“There are these stories, there was one quite 
recently in California, where an undocu-
mented immigrant commits a violent crime,” 
Shelley said, referring to the killing of police 
officer Ronil Singh. “These stories are not data, 
but they produce a situation where it’s really 
easy to tell a story which becomes the rationale 
moving forward.”
Shelley said it becomes difficult to counter 
that rationale because supporters of Trump 
don’t often make appeals to data.
“Sarah Huckabee Sanders is a good exam-
ple,” Shelley said, referring to the White 
House press secretary. “She’s really a true 
believer in this administration, and just the 
other week she claimed more than 4,000 
terrorists were stopped by border security 
this year. Multiple outlets have proved that to 
be false, but once it’s said it becomes almost 
impossible to change the narrative for some 
people.”
Shelley referred to Sanders’s statements, 
which she made during a daily briefing and 
repeated on Fox News Sunday. NBC News, 
one of the outlets fact checking Sanders, 
reported:
The figure Sanders used was from 2017, 
not 2018.
Most of the apprehensions happened at air-
ports, not along the southern border.
Forty-one people on the Terror Screening 
Database were stopped at the southern border, 
and only six of them were “non-U.S. persons.”
NBC News used information provided 
by Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen 
Nielsen for their report.
“I think the wall represents immigration as 
a boogeyman,” Blair said. “It make immigra-
tion this big false-threat in his voters’ minds, 
and keeps them distracted from real problems, 
like workers’ rights and climate change.”
Shelley said using immigrants as a scape-
goat is a very old trope of American politics.
“Unless you’re a Native American, you’re the 
product of immigration,” Shelley said. “These 
arguments were used against Japanese immi-
grants, Italian immigrants, Irish, you name it.”
BY TALON.DELANEY
@iowastatedaily.com
Deadlocked over border security
COURTESY OF FLICKR
“I think the wall represents immigration as a boogeyman,” said Taylor Blair, president of Iowa State College Democrats. “It make immigration this 
big false-threat in his voters’ minds, and keeps them distracted from real problems, like workers’ rights and climate change.”
Government 
remains 
shutdown amid 
border security 
discussions
Ivy College of Business names new associate dean
Valentina Salotti, associate professor of finance, has 
been named the new associate dean for the Ivy College 
of Business undergraduate programs.
Jackie Rees Ulmer previously held the position and 
will now serve as associate dean for professional mas-
ter’s programs in the college.
Associate deans are appointed to three-year terms 
and Salotti’s term is effective immediately.
Salotti will help lead and connect career services, 
undergraduate programs and the communication center, 
according to a press release, in addition to coordinating 
with universities and faculty abroad.
“As a first-generation college student, I would have 
benefited greatly from the types of programs for which 
this position will be responsible,” Salotti said in a press 
release. “These programs make the complexities of both 
academic and professional work accessible to the unini-
tiated and help those with a solid foundation thrive in 
our college and out in industry.”
Salotti studied banking, finance and economics at 
the University of Bologna in Italy. She has been a fac-
ulty member in the Ivy College of Business for more 
than a decade.
 “Valentina has been a tremendous asset to the col-
lege,” said David Spalding, Raisbeck Endowed Dean, 
in a press release. “She has been a role model for young 
women in business and has been a positive leader as our 
college equity adviser.
“In that role, she advises the dean’s office on strategies 
and best practices to recruit and retain diverse faculty. I 
look forward to working with Valentina in her new role.”
BY ANNELISE.WELLS
@iowastatedaily.com
COURTESY OF THE IVY COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Valentina Salotti, associate professor of finance in Iowa State’s Ivy College 
of Business, has been named associate dean for undergraduate programs.
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The Margaret Sloss Women’s Center 
changed its name to the Margaret Sloss 
Center for Women and Gender Equity 
effective Jan. 7.
“We realized it was time to update the 
name to better represent the work we do 
and the mission we uphold in our com-
munity,” said Sandra Looft, director of 
the Sloss Center, on the their website. 
“This new name aims to better reflect our 
goal of providing programming, resources 
and community to all of you at Iowa State 
University.
“We are equally invested in supporting 
our gender non-conforming, transgender 
and mis-gendered students, faculty, and 
staff as we are with supporting and creat-
ing a safe space for everyone in our com-
munity,” Looft said.
The Sloss Center, was created in 1981 
with a focus on non-traditional students 
who had left the university to start fami-
lies, Looft said. The Women’s Center at the 
time provided resources focused to young 
mothers and their life as students.
The current vision of the Sloss Center 
is to envision “a campus community that 
works collaboratively to eliminate barriers 
that prohibit gender equity and social jus-
tice at Iowa State University.”
Now, the Sloss Center provides a variety 
of resources and hosts events and organi-
zations within its building. Some previ-
ous events include the Equal Pay Days, 
Feminist Friday, the Vagina Monologues, 
Women’s Equality Day and more.
BY CAITLIN.YAMADA
@iowastatedaily.com
New year, new name
Engineering 
professor named 
director of the 
Iowa State Study 
Abroad Center
Frank Peters was announced as the next direc-
tor of Iowa State’s Study Abroad Center.
Peters, an associate professor in industrial and 
manufacturing systems engineering, holds the 
C.G. “Turk” and Joyce A. Therkildsen endowed 
professorship in the industrial 
and manufacturing systems 
engineering department.
Peters’ appointment is a 
three-year, 75 percent appoint-
ment, according to a press 
release. He began the appoint-
ment Jan. 2.
“I look forward to working 
with faculty, the Study Abroad 
Center staff and study abroad staff in the colleges 
to more fully connect our programs to students’ 
overall academic experiences,” Peters said in a 
press release. “We want to enable students to 
integrate the experience of studying, traveling 
and living internationally with coursework that 
prepares them for successful careers and lives in a 
global environment.”
 According to a press release, Peters has been 
involved in study abroad activities in England, 
Scotland and Ireland.
Peters earned his bachelor’s, master’s and doc-
torate degrees in industrial engineering from 
Pennsylvania State University. He then joined the 
Iowa State faculty in 1996.
Scott Grawe, associate dean for strategy and 
engagement in the Ivy College of Business, pre-
viously held the position of interim director for 
the Study Abroad Center.
BY ANNELISE.WELLS
@iowastatedaily.com
FRANK
PETERS
This month in diversity
KATLYN CAMPBELL/ IOWA STATE DAILY
The Sloss House, home to the Margaret Sloss Women’s Center, recently changed its name to the “Margaret Sloss Center for Women and 
Gender Equity” effective Jan. 7, 2019.
When: Wednesday, January 16 from 3:30 to 5 p.m.
Where: Sun Room, Memorial Union
Description: “The 12 women featured in the calendar will be 
recognized. A program will begin at 4 p.m. Free copies of the calendar 
will be distributed.”
women Impacting IsU Calendar Reception
When: Monday, January 21 at 6 p.m.
Where: Ames Middle School
Description: “Celebrate with song, story and birthday cake. An Ames 
tradition! Join us at 6 p.m. for cake and music, followed by an hour-
long program beginning at 6:30 p.m. Part of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Legacy Series”
Martin Luther King Jr. Community Birthday 
Celebration
When: Wednesday, January 23 at 7 p.m.
Where: Carver 101
Description: “‘BlacKkKlansman,’ directed by Spike Lee and produced 
by Jordan Peele, offers a provocative exploration of American race 
relations. In the midst of the 1970s civil rights movement, Ron 
Stallworth (John David Washington) becomes the first black detective 
on the Colorado Springs Police Department. He sets out to prove 
his worth by infiltrating the local chapter of the Ku Klux Klan and 
convinces his Jewish colleague (Adam Driver) to go undercover as a 
white supremacist. Nominated for 4 Golden Globes, including Best 
Motion Picture-Drama, the film is an adaptation of Stallworth’s memoir 
and based on actual events.”
BlaKkKlansman movie screening
When: Thursday, January 24 at 7 p.m.
Where: Sun Room, Memorial Union
Description: “Join us for Iowa State’s university-wide celebration of the 
life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This year’s program features 
keynote speaker Ron Stallworth, whose extraordinary story of being a 
black detective who infiltrates the Ku Klux Klan is the subject of Spike 
Lee’s recent movie ‘BlacKkKlansman.’”
Martin Luther King Jr. Legacy Convocation. Keynote 
speaker: BLACK KLANsMAN author Ron stallworth
When: Monday, January 28 at 7 p.m.
Where: Great Hall, Memorial Union
Description: “Brittany Packnett is a leader at the intersection of culture 
and justice. A former teacher, non-profit executive director, and Fellow 
at Harvard’s Institute of Politics, she has been named one of TIME 
Magazine’s 12 New Faces of Black Leadership and honored at the 2018 
BET Awards as ‘one of the fiercest activists of our time.”
The Power of Knowing Your Purpose: Brittany Packnett
When: Wednesday, January 30 from 4 to 6 p.m.
Where: Col. Pride Lounge, Memorial Union
Description:  “All faculty and staff, regardless of military status, are 
welcome to meet student veterans and military-affiliated students. This 
is a come-and-go event; feel free to stop by, say hello and grab a bite. 
RSVPs are requested.”
Meet and greet with student veterans
Sloss Center renamed to be more inclusive
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Feedback policy:
The Daily encourages discussion but does not guarantee its 
publication. We reserve the right to edit or reject any letter or 
online feedback.
Send your letters to letters@iowastatedaily.com. 
Letters must include the name(s), phone number(s), 
majors and/or group affiliation(s) 
and year in school of the author(s). 
Phone numbers and addresses will not be published.
Online feedback may be used if first name and last name, 
major and year in school are included in the post. Feedback 
posted online is eligible for print in the Iowa State Daily.
Opinions expressed in columns and letters are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
Daily or organizations with which the author(s)  
are associated.
Editorial Board
Alex Connor, editor-in-chief
Melanie De Anda, opinion editor
Megan Petzold, columnist
Max Goldberg, student
Seth Pierce, studentWe are currently looking for students 
and community members to join the Iowa 
State Daily Editorial Board.
The Editorial Board is one of the most 
important parts of a newspaper. Its pur-
pose is to lead the community discussion 
by providing insight into pertinent topics.
This often manifests itself in the form 
of editorials. Past editorials have covered 
a wide range of topics.
There have been editorials that hit 
close to home, like an in-depth look at 
the importance of research at Iowa State 
and an open letter to the new Student 
Government leaders, and others that 
lead a broader discussion about the First 
Amendment and recent gun violence.
There have been more light-hearted 
pieces, as with the editorials about March 
Madness and the components of a healthy 
relationship. Others have been more 
somber, discussing latent racial biases and 
the opioid crisis that threatens our nation.
No matter the topic, every single edi-
torial shares the same characteristic — a 
well informed and well researched opin-
ion that is presented together with the 
necessary facts to confirm its claims.
Currently, the ISD Editorial Board 
consists of five members. We would like 
to continue to increase that number.
We strive to represent our readers 
accurately. As such, all who are interested 
are welcome to apply. Both students and 
community members are encouraged to 
apply.
We strive to spark discussion and 
engage debate. No meaningful debate 
can be held, though, without diversity of 
perspective. All are welcome to apply, no 
matter their beliefs or viewpoints.
Meetings will be held weekly to decide 
the topic of each editorial and its stance. 
In case of disagreement on either topic, 
there will be a vote.
If you are passionate about spear-
heading the conversation around lasting 
change at Iowa State and in the commu-
nity, we urge you to apply. You will have 
the opportunity to inform the public on 
vital, and sometimes controversial, mat-
ters. We ask only that you support your 
perspective with verifiable and reliable 
sources.
To apply for the ISD Editorial Board, 
email alex.connor@iowastatedaily.com 
with inquiries.
Join the ISD Editorial Board
EDITORIAL
BY ALEX.CONNOR
@iowastatedaily.com
If you’re like me, you rang in 2019 not giving much thought to resolutions for the new year or reflections on the one in the rearview. 
At least, at a personal level.
In my role as the editor-in-chief of the Iowa State Daily, I have a whole slew of new aspirations I’d like to see to fruition before saying 
goodbye to the organization that I have dedicated my entire college career to.
It’s bittersweet knowing that in just five months there’ll be someone new taking over. I’ll join the ranks of thousands of alumni who, 
too, worked tirelessly for the Iowa State Daily during the course of its 128-year history.
But my time isn’t over. And, I still have five months.
So as we all adjust to 2019 and whatever it may have to offer, here’s what I hope the Daily can offer you:
Increased media literacy and newsroom transparency
There’s a reason journalists have to get an education to work in the media industry field, what we do is complex. Knowing this, we 
shouldn’t expect you, our readers, to have the immediate knowledge of why and how we operate the way that we do.
What I’m writing to you is a letter from the editor. This is different than a letter to the editor, which is different from an editorial or 
a column. As journalists, we understand the value of words and the importance of information. This is why I am making it a priority of 
both myself and the newsroom to better relate to the community what we do and why we do it.
At a personal level, I am making it a goal of mine to write one column per week on a topic relating to media literacy. It could be 
related to current events, or an issue facing the industry as a whole. For column suggestions, questions or comments, my inbox is always 
open at alex.connor@iowastatedaily.com.
At an organizational level, the Iowa State Daily will aim to be more transparent about our stories through reporter’s notebooks. If 
you’re curious about why we used quotes from a source, where we pulled together our information or why we’re even doing the story 
in general, we want to talk to you about it.
Controversial story or not, we’ll make it a priority to be more open about our storytelling process and why the stories that matter to 
us should also matter to you.
#AskMeAmes launch
Last semester, the Iowa State Daily launched #AskMeAmes through Hearken, a consulting service and platform that aims to generate 
“deep audience engagement that builds trust and leads to original, high-performing journalism.”
So what does this look like? Essentially, it’s public-powered journalism. Starting on a weekly basis, we hope to answer at least one 
question that you have as a community member and reader.
Whether you’d like to know more about the Student Government elections, a recent city council decision or the cheapest place to 
eat in Campustown, we’ll aim to answer your specific questions about life in Ames.
To ask a question and to learn more, visit: http://www.iowastatedaily.com/askmeames/.
Curated engagement
The Iowa State Daily wants to get to know you, our readers, more. In 2019, we’ll commit more of our resources to understand who 
you are, what you like and what you don’t like.
Through the use of analytics, we can know where you’re reading, when you’re reading and for how long, and how often, you’re reading 
our content. We can also track what stories are successful and which ones could use a bit more traction.
This semester, the Iowa State Daily will make it a priority to delivering you our content through a more curated experience through 
the use of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, the Daily Dose, our website, app and print product.
No, we’re not going to start writing clickbait-y headlines like, “You won’t believe this” but we’ll focus our efforts on what draws you 
into our content in the first place, as well as what makes you stay on the page — or leave.
We also hope to engage with you in new and innovative ways like #AskMeAmes, or our live-storytelling event, Daily Dialogue.
Personal resolutions
Over the course of my four years at the Iowa State Daily, I’ve been provided a lot of wonderful opportunities, including trips to 
conferences, interviews with celebrities and politicians alike, as well as the proper educational footing to help land me an internship at 
newsrooms like The Cedar Rapids Gazette and USA TODAY.
But as I’ve recognized during my tenure as editor in chief, this position is in no way about me and my journey, but rather the one that 
I can provide for my staff and for my community.
This semester, I will continue to focus on building the future leaders of the Iowa State Daily and ensuring that they are reaching their 
fullest potentials. I am blessed to work with so many inspiring, motivated and truth-seeking people.
My belief is that the better our staff, the better the journalism, the better the community.
Thank you for reading and happy 2019.
My 2019 New Year’s Resolutions
COLUMN
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Plain and simple, Iowa State had Saturday’s game against 
Kansas State in its grasp.
The Cyclones held a five-point lead with two-and-a-half min-
utes to play. They had the ball, up three points, with 50 seconds 
remaining. But a long scoring drought and several mistakes in the 
final minute cost Iowa State the game as Kansas State won, 58-57.
“That’s a brutal loss,” said Iowa State coach Steve Prohm. “Credit 
Kansas State for being who we thought they were, just a resilient 
group, a group that just keeps coming at you.
“We got them down and we couldn’t finish them. Now we’ve 
gotta go [find] out something about ourselves this week.”
Iowa State fell behind big in the first half, but came roaring back 
thanks to a 14-3 run to tie the game at 40.
It seemed like the Cyclones — after a harsh first half that saw 
Kansas State take a nine-point lead into halftime — had finally 
rallied. The crowd was fiery, raining down boos after whistles from 
the officials. Freshman forward George Conditt IV, who had 
played a total of one minute in Big 12 play entering Saturday, took 
over the game with nine points (4-of-4 shooting), four rebounds 
and two blocks.
The second half was all Iowa State. Until it wasn’t.
“We kinda put our heads down, we let it get to us,” said red-
shirt senior guard Nick Weiler-Babb, who led the Cyclones with 
11 points. “We’ve gotta be tough. We’ve gotta give better effort.”
Iowa State led 55-48 with 5:00 left in the game. From there on 
out, the Cyclones went 1-for-5 from the floor, 0-for-2 from the 
free throw line and had one turnover.
The stretch that ended the game will haunt Iowa State’s coach-
ing staff and players for a while.
Weiler-Babb missed a 3-pointer with 41 seconds to play. 
Sophomore guard Lindell Wigginton blocked a Kansas State shot, 
but the Wildcats stuck with it and senior guard Barry Brown Jr. 
drew a foul with 16 seconds to play. After Brown Jr. knocked down 
both free throws, the Cyclones inbounded the ball to Wigginton, 
who was fouled and sent to the line for a 1-and-1.
Wigginton missed the front-end. Kansas State raced down the 
floor, set a screen at the top of the key for Brown Jr. and let him 
go to work. He laid in the winning bucket with 5.6 seconds to go.
Wigginton launched a half-court shot to win the game but it fell 
short. In the span of a minute, a likely win evaporated and Kansas 
State walked out victorious against all odds.
In a game decided by the final possession, 
No. 20 Iowa State fell to No. 11 Texas 64-62 
on Saturday.
“This is just going to motivate us even 
more because we are so c lose . . . It ’s  a 
one-possession game to a really good team,” 
said senior guard Bridget Carleton.
On the final possession, Iowa State was 
just coming out of a timeout with 13.3 
seconds left after a shot clock violation by 
Texas.
With Alexa Middleton inbounding the 
ball, Iowa State had the ball enter play twice, 
but Texas had fouls to give and fouled Iowa 
State twice in subsequent plays to prevent 
an easy score.
The next play, Middleton inbounded the 
ball to Carleton, who drove to the basket. As 
Carleton drove, a Texas defender stepped up 
to cut her off.
Middleton then ran along the baseline 
and was hit with a pass from Carleton. 
Middleton went up for a layup, but her shot 
was rejected out of bounds by Texas’ Joyner 
Holmes with 5.5 seconds left.
Again off of the inbound, Carleton was 
passed the ball and attempted a shot that 
fell short. Iowa State’s Madison Wise got 
the offensive rebound, but time immedi-
ately expired.
“It was a good look,” Carleton said. “I 
wasn’t very effective from the midrange game 
today, so maybe if I take it to the basket 
would have been a better option.”
Throughout the game, the lead changed 
six times and the score was tied eight times. 
Iowa State struggled shooting and shot a 
season low 34.3 percent from the floor (23-
for-67 shooting).
When Iowa State found themselves open 
with the ball during the game, coach Bill 
Fennelly said the players seemed surprised 
to find themselves so wide open and wouldn’t 
shoot the ball right away.
While he did say Iowa State wasn’t hitting 
their shots, Fennelly said to credit Texas for 
playing a physical defense and limiting easy 
shot opportunities for Iowa State.
For five minutes in the third quarter, Iowa 
State failed to connect on a single shot. Due 
to Iowa State’s cold shooting, Texas was able 
to build up a 13-point lead which was the 
largest of the game.
In the third, Fennelly was called for a 
technical foul with 3:09 left after a no-call 
in the post on a Kristin Scott shot. Texas 
made both free throws.
With the two-point loss in mind, Fennelly 
said after the game to put the loss on him 
drawing the technical foul.
Carleton shot a deep 3-pointer as time 
expired and was fouled on the play, then 
sent to the line where she hit all of her free 
throws, cutting Texas’ lead to 51-44.
Then in the fourth, Iowa State had its best 
shooting quarter of the night by connecting 
on 44.4 percent of its shots from the floor 
(8-for-18 shooting) and 40 percent of its 
3-point tries (2-for-5 shooting).
Sophomore forward Kristin Scott said the 
team was able to chip away from the deficit 
by making defensive stops and having strong 
leadership on the court.
Carleton led the Iowa State scorers in the 
fourth with eight points on 4-of-6 shoot-
ing from the field and also grabbing five 
rebounds, but her final shot still fell short 
to give the Cyclones the win.
Carleton ended up finishing with 20 
points, nine rebounds and three assists.
The only other Cyclone with double 
digit points was Scott, who had 15 (6-for-9 
shooting). In addition, Scott grabbed nine 
rebounds with eight of them being on the 
offensive end. Scott said entering the game 
she thought if she was going to do one thing 
right against the Longhorns it would be 
rebounding the ball.
Entering the game, Fennelly and the play-
ers said a point of emphasis against Texas 
would be negating their offensive rebound-
ing ability. Despite falling short, Carleton 
said she felt the team did its part to limit 
Texas’ rebounding opportunities and try to 
win the game.
“We did our job to come back and give 
ourselves a chance, so I think you can’t take 
that away from us,” Carleton said.
Texas finished with only six offensive 
rebounds while Iowa State had 14.
In the end, Texas’ offense was much more 
efficient than Iowa State’s. Sug Sutton led 
Texas’ offense, finishing just shy of a tri-
ple-double with 24 points, 10 rebounds and 
seven assists.
A HEARTBREAK 
AT HILTON
BY JACK.SHOVER
@iowastatedaily.com
No. 20 Iowa State 
drops 64-62 versus 
No. 11 Texas
TAYLOR SHAW/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Senior guard Bridget Carleton goes 
for a basket at the game against 
Texas on Jan. 12. The Cyclones lost 
64-62.
Cyclones eclipsed by Kansas State after last-second shot
BY AARON.MARNER
@iowastatedaily.com
KENNEDY DERAEDT/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Senior guard Nick Weiler-Babb passes the ball during the 
game against the Southern University Jaguars on Dec. 9 at 
Hilton Coliseum. The Cyclones won 101-65.
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“Captain Marvel” - March 8
Brie Larson stars in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe’s first female-led film, “Captain 
Marvel.” Carol Danvers, a former U.S. Air Force 
pilot, is granted powers turning her into one of 
the galaxy’s most powerful weapons. Looks like 
Thor has competition for the strongest Avenger.
“Us” - March 22
Uninvited visitors upset a family’s peaceful 
beach vacation getaway. Hot off the success of 
his Academy-award winning directorial debut, 
“Get Out,” Jordan Peele revisits the horror/
thriller genre.
“Avengers: Endgame” - April 26
“Endgame” closes out 11 years of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, picking up where last year’s 
devastating “Infinity War” left off. After half 
the universe is completely erased at the snap of 
Thanos’ fingers, Earth’s Mightiest Heroes are 
left scattered across the realms. For the first time 
in the series, the Avengers are given something 
to actually avenge. With many of the film’s lead’s 
multi-film contracts running out, only one thing 
is certain: a lot of superheroes are going to die.
“John Wick: Chapter 3” - May 17
Keanu Reeves returns to the role of John 
Wick. After breaking strict rules of an interna-
tional assassin organization, Wick is now the 
target of the world’s deadliest killers. The first 
two “John Wick” films feature stunning action 
and fight choreography the third installment 
will certainly continue.
“The Lion King” - July 19
“The Lion King” will be Disney’s third 
live-action remake of 2019, with “Dumbo” and 
“Aladdin” releasing remakes earlier in the year. 
The voice cast is the film’s biggest draw, starring 
Donald Glover and Beyoncé as Simba and Nala, 
respectively. Chiwetel Ejiofor, Seth Rogen, Billy 
Eichner and James Earl Jones also feature in Jon 
Favreau’s version of the animated classic.
“Once Upon a Time in Hollywood” - July 26
Director Quentin Tarantino’s ninth feature 
film takes place in Los Angeles, 1969, centered 
around the Charles Manson Family murders. 
Tarantino sports a star-studded cast for the 
movie, featuring Brad Pitt, Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Kurt Russell, Al Pacino and Margot Robbie as 
Sharon Tate.
“Frozen 2” - November 27
Disney’s found a cash-cow and couldn’t “let 
it go,” with a follow-up to their arguably most 
popular movie in the 21st century. Idina Menzel 
and Kristen Bell return for Elsa, Anna, Kristoff 
and Olaf ’s search for more money and another 
smash-hit song.
“Star Wars: Episode IX” - December 20
The Resistance is decimated and Luke 
Skywalker is dead. The First Order is left with 
a power-vacuum after the death of Supreme 
Leader Snoke. The “Star Wars” fanbase is splin-
tered after the controversial “The Last Jedi.” J.J. 
Abrams has a lot of angry fans to win over with 
the final film in Disney’s first “Star Wars” trilogy.
“The Irishman” - Undated
Just one of Netflix’s many high-profile films 
to release in 2019, Martin Scorsese directs the 
biographical drama of Frank “The Irishman” 
Sheeran. Robert De Niro stars as Sheeran, 
a labor union official accused of ties to the 
mob and the murder of Jimmy Hoffa, former 
President of the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters.
COLUMN
BY ALEXANDER.GRAY
@iowastatedaily.com
Hold artists accountable and 
stand with survivors 
amid abuse allegations 
Star power has allowed too many to live without consequences 
for their actions, including R&B singers R. Kelly and Chris Brown.
Far too frequently, artists like Kelly and Brown are given a pass 
because they’re popular, or their behavior is expected and consid-
ered “okay.” Let’s not allow our love of an artist’s music to blind us 
from the horrible actions they have committed. Let’s not allow the 
voices of survivors to continue going unheard or ignored.
Lifetime’s new investigative series, “Surviving R. Kelly,” details 
the allegations of sexual abuse against Kelly that have come to light 
over the years. The six-part series employed the use of interviews 
with survivors and music industry peers like Chance the Rapper 
and John Legend.
In the days since the documentary’s viral release, Lady Gaga, 
Phoenix, Chance the Rapper and many more have apologized 
for working with Kelly in the past. While Lady Gaga was among 
the many artists who initially declined being interviewed for 
“Surviving R. Kelly,” she has since removed their collaborative 
song, “Do What U Want” from all streaming platforms.
Also inspired by the documentary, prosecutors in Chicago and 
Atlanta have launched new investigations into the allegations of 
sexual abuse against Kelly.
Kelly’s career has been rife with scandal, starting as early as 1994 
with an alleged marriage to a minor. In 2002, a video of Kelly uri-
nating on a minor circulated the internet. While he does not appear 
directly in the video, evidence later found in his home linked him 
to it. Because of the video, Kelly faced charges of child pornog-
raphy — but was eventually found “not guilty” on all 14 charges.
Later in Kelly’s career, allegations surfaced of the singer trapping 
women as young as 14 in an abusive cult. A former partner claimed 
Kelly had intentionally infected her with a sexually transmitted 
disease.
Even in the face of such strong allegations with substantial evi-
dence to back them up, Kelly has remained free for the past two 
decades. In the time since the initial allegations surfaced, Kelly 
has made appearances on “The Tonight Show” and performed at 
many public events.
Brown is notorious for hospitalizing Rihanna after physically 
abusing her during an argument. He has since committed several 
violent criminal acts, but charges were reduced to misdemean-
ors. Whenever Brown was arrested, he was consistently able to 
post bail.
In 2016, after a bizarre, hours-long standoff with the Los 
Angeles Police Department at his California home, Brown was 
arrested but later released for posting the $250,000 bail. A warrant 
for his arrest was issued in 2018 for felony battery charges from 
assaulting a photographer earlier in 2017. Brown was released only 
an hour later after posting the measly $2,000 bail.
Prior to his death in 2018, XXXTentacion, a.k.a. Jahseh Onfroy, 
had committed several violent crimes as well, including assaulting 
his pregnant girlfriend. Even when spending time behind bars, 
support continued from his young fanbase.
After committing such terrible crimes, all three were allowed 
to continue their careers because fans and the industry looked the 
other way. R. Kelly still sold concert tickets. Comedic rapper Lil 
Dicky featured Chris Brown in his track “Freaky Friday,” and the 
video sits at over 450 millions views on YouTube. Onfroy’s death 
has only immortalized him as a martyr and an idol to his fans.
If Kelly, Brown and Onfroy were not music “superstars,” their 
cases would likely not have been brushed off so easily. The money 
and fame they held and the support they received from their pas-
sionate fan bases allowed them to live mostly unaffected lives, 
even in the spotlight.
2019 is the year of Kelly’s last stand. Regardless of whether 
or not he is finally successfully charged with his years of abusive 
activity, it is unlikely his career will be allowed to continue after 
so much negative attention.
The attention isn’t just on Kelly. “Leaving Neverland,” a docu-
mentary set to release later this year, could do the same for Michael 
Jackson’s legacy as “Surviving R. Kelly” did for Kelly. Jackson’s death 
similarly immortalized him and his discography with a reverence 
that will prove difficult to shake.
Hollywood faced a massive shake-up after allegations were 
made against Harvey Weinstein, placing increased scrutiny on 
industry veterans. Survivors of similar abuse cases later spoke out, 
generating a domino effect and bringing down actors like Kevin 
Spacey.
“Surviving R. Kelly” may carry the “Weinstein effect” over to 
the music industry, eventually ending the careers of Kelly, Brown 
and others like them.
Don’t allow Kelly to go down alone. When Kelly is brought 
down, use the momentum and negative attention to bring others 
with him. Stand with survivors and hold artists accountable for 
their actions. Money and fame should not allow these monsters 
to go unscathed.
THE PROBLEM 
WITH STARDOM 
COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
R&B artists R. Kelly (left) and Chris Brown (right) have been at the center of many sexual and physical abuse allegations throughout the course of their careers. 
The most anticipated films and blockbusters coming out in 2019
BY ALEXANDER.GRAY
@iowastatedaily.com
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“Dr. Wong has long left his teaching as a career,” Leow said. “He 
has been riding teaching as a very deep sense of calling.”
Fulfilling a calling
Teaching gives Wong a reason to get up in the morning, and 
at the start of each class, greets his students with a “fist pump” — 
and you have to match him with the same enthusiasm, said stu-
dent Jack Swanson.
Wong says there are four strikes against him when he walks into 
the classroom on the first day. He’s not white, he’s 71-years-old, 
his first language is not English and he’s Chinese.
Former student Anthony O’Tool said he first judged Wong on 
his ethnicity, but quickly realized that Wong was the opposite of 
the stereotypes he thought of.
The two now exchange weekly texts, as part of what O’Tool calls 
a life-long friendship. His father heard so much about Wong, that 
he invited Wong to a football game.
Wong stays in regular contact with about 50 of his former stu-
dents and another couple hundred somewhat often.
A class like no other
Syllabus day in Marketing 343 is a fork in the road; students 
must confront the decision to either accept the challenge or leave. If 
choosing to stay, students have made a commitment to work hard.
With an 18-page syllabus and a 19-page project manual, stu-
dents are made fully aware of the journey they’re about to partake. 
Wong said he does not convince them to stay.
Wong’s class warranty? “If you feel you’ve learned nothing at the 
end of the semester, I’ll write you a personal check.”
Although he carries pre-signed drop slips in his bag, he sees 
himself as another team player alongside the students.
“Guys, you forget. I’m in the trenches with you,” Wong tells his 
students. Even though his title is Dean’s Professor of Sales and 
Marketing, to his students, he plays many roles. As his student Jack 
Youngblade, senior in marketing, puts it, students are the appren-
tices and Wong is the master. It just so happens that Youngblade’s 
father also had Wong as a professor in the 80s.
As the semester comes to an end, Wong’s priority is meeting 
with his students as they prepare for their final in the only class 
the professor now teaches after 39 years. Posted outside his door 
is his schedule that tracks the coaching sessions he keeps, detailing 
late hours kept. He holds late hours, because he sympathizes with 
students who work jobs.
“I respect them enough to work around their schedule,” Wong 
said. “I do it with intentionality, even though I do not articulate it.”
Wong’s class is designed to be collaborative, by assigning a 
semester-long group project resulting in a sales pitch to a sales 
representative from Caterpillar, a construction machinery and 
equipment company based out of Peoria, Illinois.
He builds these groups using Clifton Strengthsfinder to gauge 
the skills each partner will bring to the group and leverage their 
strengths. The course is a product of Wong’s consistent analysis 
of what works and what doesn’t. After his second year teaching 
the course, Wong decided the traditional way of selling wasn’t 
going to work.
Reading through the Sunday paper, he found individuals who 
were excelling in their profession and met with them to find out 
their secrets to success. He found that the drop-out rate was so 
high for young professionals after the first year in sales, because 
people not only couldn’t handle rejection, but they couldn’t handle 
the fear of rejection. That’s why Wong says the foundation of his 
class is to prepare students for rejection and build their confidence 
so they’re able to move past it.
Each group of students is assigned a Caterpillar prod-
uct to research. The semester is a build-up to the week before 
Thanksgiving when students sit down with an employee from 
Caterpillar in a role-play, complete with fake names, and pitch 
their product to a potential employee.
The partnership between Wong and Caterpillar started with 
Kyle Griggs, one of Wong’s former students, who still participates 
in the role-plays. During his first year of employment at Caterpillar, 
the Iowa State marketing graduate reached out to Wong with the 
idea to teach students through live case-studies.
With participation from the Ziegler CAT dealership in Altoona, 
Iowa, students get to interact with sales representatives and cus-
tomers who use Caterpillar products.
“It’s really impressed me to see how almost every year the stu-
dents get better,” Griggs said.
Griggs wondered if it’s the students who are becoming better or 
Wong after the 11 years since the project was established.
Global aftermarket account manager at Caterpillar, Grant 
Kuch, has volunteered with the project for more than 12 semes-
ters. During the second week of classes, after students have chosen 
to stay or leave the class, he introduces the company, but more 
importantly, stresses the importance of character and what makes 
a good salesperson.
Through Wong’s example, he stresses life lessons, including the 
resiliency it takes to overcome rejection.
“Dr. Wong is not teaching marketing, he’s impacting and raising 
young professionals,” Kuch said.
Attitude is what matters
In the fall of 2017, Wong received a kidney cancer diagnosis in 
the middle of the semester. Friend and director of undergraduate 
programs, Diann Burright, remembers Wong calling her multiple 
times trying to reach her to tell her the news.
Wong said he wanted Burright to hear it straight from him. 
Burright said Wong took it in his usual fashion; calm, logical 
and at peace. But Wong was adamant that his students were not 
to be told until the end of semester. He delayed his operation to 
December, despite his diagnosis in November.
Unable to return to the classroom at the start of the spring 
semester, Wei Zhang, associate professor in marketing, substituted 
for him while he already had started revising his syllabus during 
his eight weeks of recovery. To speed up his recovery time, he and 
Zhang walked inside the North Grand Mall, slowly rebuilding his 
strength. His will to heal and return to his students powered him 
through the pain until, against his doctor’s wishes, he returned to 
the classroom six weeks into the semester.
In his last lecture of the semester, Wong finally told his students 
the news. His friend Mark Minear was sitting in the back, and 
he clearly remembers the standing ovation Wong received from 
his students.
In a Facebook post addressed to his fall 2017 Marketing 343 
students, published on Christmas morning, Wong wrote, “The 
time to share the news about my health with you was when we 
completed the project. I decided not to do so earlier, because I did 
not want my health condition to be a distraction to our common 
effort nor to be the focus of your concern throughout the semester.”
Leow speculates it was a genuine expression on Wong’s part 
that life is fragile, and at this time in his life, he felt an urgency 
to let it all out. Perhaps more than that, it was a gentle, authentic 
reminder that Wong is only human.
Recently, on Thanksgiving, Wong poured his thoughts out on 
Facebook once again.
“I want to thank each one of you for the privilege of sharing 
with me in the journey we call MKT 343 and for the hard work 
and great effort you have put in thus far,” Wong wrote. “As a cancer 
survivor, I don’t take anything for granted. As a result, I am partic-
ularly cognizant and mindful of the preciousness of life and have 
come to the realization that it is not the length of years we have 
that matter but the quality and the manner in which we live those 
years that truly count.”
Returning to his roots
Every few years, Wong makes the journey to Malaysia, a trip 
that incorporates more connection to Iowa State than one might 
think. His former students use him as an excuse to reconnect with 
former “Iowa-Staters,” sometimes gathering as many as 150 people.
During one surprise student reunion, Wong was asked by a 
former student about his wealth, stemming from discussion on 
former students who have gone on to become very successful. He 
took that question and decided to give his answer to the whole 
group.
“In my coin, my life is not in dollars and cents. It’s in relation-
ships,” Wong said.
When students reach out to him, he’s reminded of the business 
he’s in — touching lives.
More than marketing
Lining the walls of Wong’s office are book spines giving an 
insight into his life-long search of knowledge.
Wong likes to mark up his books, highlighting and writing 
in the margins, scribbling down questions. He doesn’t passively 
read, but challenges assumptions made by the author, said his son. 
Marketing 343’s final project is to read a book, “Tuesdays with 
Morrie” and “How to Win Friends and Influence People,” which 
Wong says relates more to marketing than one would first assume.
Wong will continue teaching on three conditions: he stays in 
good health, his passion for teaching continues and whether the 
students still find the class worthwhile. As for why he hasn’t retired 
— “I don’t think the work is done, and I don’t think I’ll be happier 
in retirement than in the classroom,” Wong said.
Wong said some see through his secret. He’s teaching more 
about life than marketing.
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As part of his Marketing 343 class, Dr. John Wong assigns groups to research various Caterpillar products. Students then present 
to actual Caterpillar employees in a live role-play.
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Only two months after his closest race in 
the 4th District, Rep. Steve King is now facing 
challengers for his 2020 primary race, without 
the support of prominent Iowa Republicans.
State Sen. Randy Feenstra of Hull, Iowa, 
announced Wednesday that he has formed a 
federal campaign committee to challenge King 
in 2020, according to the Sioux City Journal.
The Journal reported that Feenstra didn’t 
mention King by name in his announcement, 
but Feenstra did say the 4th 
District’s “current represen-
tative’s caustic nature has 
left us without a seat at the 
table.”
Feenstra, 49, is serving his 
third term for Iowa’s 2nd 
District in the State Senate 
and chairs the Ways and 
Means Committee.
The Des Moines Register reported Thursday 
that Bret Richards of Irwin, Iowa, an Army 
veteran and former businessman, has plans to 
challenge King as well.
Irwin’s only experience in public service is 
“a stint as Irwin mayor in the early 2000s,” 
though he has had influence on policy making 
as a board member of the Petroleum Marketers 
and Convenience Stores of Iowa.
Although King served as a campaign 
co-chair for Gov. Kim Reynolds in her 2018 
election, neither Reynolds nor either of Iowa’s 
U.S. senators will endorse King in his primary 
race, according to the Sioux City Journal.
The final week of King’s 2018 campaign 
was filled with controversy surrounding his 
ties to a far-right Austrian political party and 
a neo-Nazi politician in Toronto. He made 
headlines again Thursday when he asked why 
his language was offensive in a story published 
in the New York Times.
After the article was published, King issued 
a statement on his Twitter clarifying he iden-
tifies as a “nationalist,” but he rejects “white 
nationalism.”
“This conviction does not make me a white 
nationalist or a white supremacist,” King said. 
“Once again, I reject those labels and the ide-
ology that they define.”
Steve King faces challenges ahead of 2020 primary
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